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1 . FEBRUARY 1 1 LITERATURNAYA GAZETA MARKS FORTHCOMING 
BRUSSELS "CONFERENCE IN DEFENSE OF JEWS IN NONDEMOCRATIC 
STATES" (SIC) WITH FULL PAGE OF STORIES DESIGNED TO REFUTE 
CHARGES THAT SOVIET JEWS ARE PREVENTED FROM EMIGRATING. IN- 
TRODUCTORY EDITORIAL NOTE DEFENDS SOVIET EMIGRATION POLICY 
AS FULLY CONSISTENT WITH 1966 U.N. PACT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL 
RIGHTS. PAPER ASSERTS THAT 122,000, OR 5 PERCENT OF TOTAL NUMBER OF 
SOVIET JEWS, EMIGRATED BETWEEN 1945 AND 31 DECEMBER 1975 AND 
CITES CURRENT SHARP REDUCTION OF THOSE APPLYING TO EMIGRATE 

TO MAKE RHETORICAL POINT THAT THE PROPER QUESTION TO ASK IF 
NOT "WHY ARE THEY NOT PERMITTED TO LEAVE?", BUT, RATHER, "WHY 
AREN'T THEY LEAVING?" 

2. STORIES INCLUDE ACCOUNTS BY JEWS: 

- DESCRIBING HOW THEY FELL UNDER SPELL OF 
ZIONIST PROPAGANDA, DECIDED TO EMIGRATE, AND THEN 
RECONSIDERED AT LAST MINUTE, AND EXPRESSING RELIEF 
THAT THEY SAW THE LIGHT IN TIME TO STOP THEM FROM 
RUINING THEIR LIVES; 

- EXPRESSING INDIGNATION OVER ALLEGED ZIONIST 

TACTIC OF SEEKING TO INDUCE THEM TO EMIGRATE BY PROVIDING 
UNSOLICITED FALSE AFFIDAVITS FROM NON-EXISTENT 
RELATIVES IN ISRAEL; 
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AGENTS; THEIR DISILLUSIONMENT WITH LIFE IN ISRAEL AND 
IN NEW YORK; AND THEIR BITTER REGRET OVER THEIR DECISION 
TO LEAVE THEIR REAL HOMELAND; 

- REFUTING ALLEGATIONS THAT JEWS WHO APPLY FOR PER- 
MISSION TO EMIGRATE SUFFER VARIOUS REPRESSIONS, INCLUDING 
IMPRISONMENT ON FALSE CHARGES. 

3. AMONG CASES CITED IN LATTER ARTICLE ARE THOSE OF VAYMAN 
BROTHERS IN KHAR KOV (SENTENCED TO FOUR YEARS FOR ASSAULT 
WHILE DRUNK AND DISORDERLY); P.B. PINKHAS IN DERBENT (EM- 
BEZZLEMENT); AND M. SH. SHTERN, A PHYSICIAN IN VINNITSA 
(PROFITEERING IN DRUGS AND GIVING FALSE STATEMENT FOR EXEMPTION 
FROM MILITARY SERVICE). 

4. COMMENT: THERE IS, OF COURSE, SOME TRUTH TO THE SOVIET 

CLAIM THAT THE REDUCTION IN THE SIZE OF JEWISH EMIGRATION TO 
ISRAEL FROM THE SOVIET UNION IS PART OF A WORLD WIDE 
REDUCTION OF EMIGRATION TO ISRAEL. NEVERTHELESS, IT 
IS CLEAR THAT INTIMIDATION AND HARASSMENT OF JEWS 
WHO APPLY FOR EXIT PERMISSION (OF WHICH ARTICLE IN 
LITERATURNAYA GAZETA IS AN EXAMPLE), PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT 
ROLE IN DETERRING JEWS FROM APPLYING. STOESSEL 
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